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IT TAKES A TEAM 
After years of planning and 
advocacy, the Kankakee 
River flood hazard known 
as State Line Bridge will 
finally be leaving the river 
for a new home. 

On behalf of the 
Commission, I sincerely 
thank the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the State 
Historic Preservation 
Officer, the Indiana DNR, 
our consultants and 
contractors, and Lake and 
Newton County officials for 
bringing us to this 
momentous juncture. 

We are especially grateful 
to the residents, farmers, 
and local leaders who 
pressed for removal of this 
floodwater obstruction for 
decades. This achievement 
reflects a clear and 
persistent commitment to 
public safety while 
respecting our area’s 
special history. 

The hard work of actually 
removing the obstruction 
now begins. It took a team 
to make it happen. 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott D. Pelath, CFM 
Executive Director 
Kankakee River Basin and 
Yellow River Basin 
Development Commission  

IT’S COMING DOWN 
VALPARAISO — The Kankakee River Basin 
and Yellow River Basin Development 
Commission (“the Commission”) has received 
the final federal permit needed to remove and 
preserve State Line Bridge, a decades-old 
obstruction to floodwater and debris on the 
Kankakee River at the Indiana-Illinois state 
line. The approximately $2.5 million project is 
expected to begin this fall and be completed by 
December. 

“I was chair of a previous Kankakee 
commission way back in the late 1970s, and 
we dreamed of removing the thing even then,” 
said Commission Chair John McNamara. 
“The bridge has been closed for almost thirty 
years, and it holds up high water every flood 
season. 

“This is a momentous day. The next big 
day will come when two cranes walk it off the 
river.” 

According to Executive Director Scott 
Pelath, removal of State Line Bridge has been 
a top priority since the Indiana legislature 
formed the Commission in 2019. Pelath said 
that because the antiquated structure sits so 
low above the river, it continually traps heavy 
debris that would not accumulate naturally. 

“The problem isn’t just that the bridge 
traps debris and blocks floodwater,” said 
Pelath. “The bigger dilemma is that because of 
the bridge’s location, it is impossible to 
remove the obstructions in the middle of a 
flood—right when you most need the water to 
move.” 

Newton County Commissioner and local 
farmer Rob Churchill strongly agreed. 
 

“Farmers like me have been worrying 
about this bridge as long as I can 
remember,” said Churchill. “The snow will 
melt, the rain will come, and we think about 
our drainage running into tons of steel. The 
bridge’s removal will be huge for farmers.” 
 

Pelath stated the bridge’s historic status 
was a major factor in seeking project 
approvals. Because it is subject to state and 
federal rules for historic structures, Pelath 
said the bridge will be carefully 
disassembled, labeled, and stored for anyone 
who might want to restore the structure for 
the public’s enjoyment. 
 

“The bridge has some historic qualities, 
and we will fully respect those,” said Pelath. 
“This is not a salvage operation. We will take 
it apart piece by piece and safeguard the 
pieces for a community or organization that 
might want to reconstruct this piece of 
historic engineering.” 
 

The engineering firm of Butler, 
Fairman, and Seufert in Merrillville 
developed the plan to remove the bridge 
using two cranes atop a temporary river 
causeway. In June, the Commission selected 
F.H. Paschen, also with offices in 
Merrillville, to remove the structure. The 
Commission has fully budgeted for the 
project. 
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Major obstruction at State Line Bridge in Lake 
Village, IN (September 2019) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who started the Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River Basin Development 
Commission? 
 
The Indiana General Assembly passed legislation to form the Commission in 
2019. Once Gov. Eric Holcomb signed the measure into law, the Commission 
came into being on July 1, 2019. 
 
What are the powers and duties of the Commission? 
 
Indiana Code 14-13-9-18 gives the Commission the ability to conduct 1) bank 
stabilization; 2) tree removal; 3) the construction and operation of sand traps; 4) 
channel reconstruction; 5) sediment removal; 6) acquisition, construction, and 
maintenance of access roads to levees and the channel of each river; and 7) 
other flood control actions considered necessary. The Commission may acquire 
interests in land, including easements, for the Commission's use in providing 
flood storage and constructing levees or other flood control improvements. Any 
acquisitions are completely voluntary on the seller’s part. The law also grants 
the Commission an exclusive, 75-foot easement from the top of each bank of 
the Kankakee and Yellow Rivers to conduct flood control and sediment 
management activities. 
 
Does the Commission have a long-term plan to address flooding and 
erosion? 
 
Yes. In September 2019, the Commission adopted a 40-year plan to address 
over a century of mounting flood and erosion problems. The state of Indiana 
funded the plan’s development, and our neighbors in Illinois contributed to a 
share of the total cost. The full document is available for review at 
kankakeeandyellowrivers.org. 
 
How are we paying for flood control and sediment management projects? 
 
In 2019, the state of Indiana contributed $2.3 million to begin work. Since May 
2021, capital projects are funded by a limited annual assessment of properties 
within the Kankakee and Yellow River Basins. Under Indiana Code 14-13-9-21, 
these assessments are $7 per residential parcel; $1 per farm acre; $2 per 
undeveloped commercial acre; $50 per commercial parcel; and $360 per 
industrial or utility parcel. Funds are used for capital improvements, and Indiana 
workers and businesses are granted preferences for the work. 
 
At any time, counties may choose to enact funding of their own as a substitute 
for these assessments. Otherwise, the amounts in state law took effect in 
January 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  
MISSION 
 
The Kankakee 
River Basin and 
Yellow River 
Basin 
Development 
Commission 
advances 
Northwest 
Indiana’s safety, 
economic 
prosperity, and 
quality of its 
natural resources. 

 
VISION 
 
The Kankakee 
River Basin and 
Yellow River 
Basin 
Development 
Commission is 
building a region 
where its 
residents, farms, 
and communities 
prosper in concert 
with one of the 
nation’s most 
unique natural 
environments.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River 
Basin Development Commission 
460 Lincolnway, Unit 322 
Valparaiso, Indiana 46384 
https://kankakeeandyellowrivers.org 
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KANKAKEE FISHING 
According to Illinois DNR, the 
Kankakee River is a very 
high-quality system, 
supporting a high diversity of 
fishes. It is well known as an 
excellent sport fishery for 
smallmouth bass, walleye, 
channel catfish, rock bass, 
and northern pike. 

The best smallmouth action 
occurs in early spring and fall. 
Spinners, crankbaits, jigs and 
similar artificials are good on 
the spunky fish, but minnows, 
worms, frogs and crayfish 
also are effective. 
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