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MINUTES OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN AND YELLOW RIVER BASIN
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

KRB-YRBDC Technical Advisory Committee 
Friday, September 23, 2022 

9:30 a.m. CDT/10:30 a.m. EDT 
*** FIELD MEETING *** 

Yellow River Project Site 
Starke County 

Tony Hendricks, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. Central. 

Scott Pelath, Executive Director, called the roll. 

Members Present 

Kevin Breitzke  Dan Gumz Tony Hendricks Mark Kingma 
Tom Larson  John Law Vince Urbano 

Staff Present 

Scott Pelath 

Guests Present 

Christine Keil Dick Welsh John Lamonica Jeremy Sheets Bob Barr  
Colby Stanger Kim Peterson Craig Cultice Adam Bales  Tom Schouten 
Angel Crawford John Shure 

The chair announced the presence of a quorum. 
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APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 24, 2022, MINUTES 
 
Kevin Breitzke moved to approve the February 24, 2022, minutes.  Mark Kingma seconded the motion. 
 
Breitzke – Aye 
Gumz – Aye 
Hendricks – Aye 
Kingma – Aye 
Larson –Aye 
Law – Aye 
Urbano – Aye 
 
MOTION ADOPTED. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Pelath used his allotted time to give a safety briefing for field visit. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Jasper County FEMA Project augmentation 
 
Vince Urbano reiterated the successes of the recently completed Jasper County FEMA project.  He then 
explained plans for an additional repair area that FEMA originally declined to fund.  A detailed proposal 
[contained in ATTACHMENT] was distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Mr. Breitzke moved that that the Commission recommend the project provided that 1) the project area be 
subdivided into annually affordable sections and 2) the Commission and Jasper County evaluate and consider 
effective design modifications that could reduce material costs [TAC Recommendation 7-2022, 
ATTACHMENT].  Mr. Kingma seconded the motion.  
 
Breitzke – Aye 
Gumz – Aye 
Hendricks – Aye 
Kingma – Aye 
Larson –Aye 
Law – Aye 
Urbano – Aye 
 
MOTION ADOPTED. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
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Tour of the Yellow River Bank Reconstruction, Phase I, project site in Marshall and Starke Counties. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
To be determined 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
At 9:49 a.m. Central, the Chair ordered that Adjournment take effect at the conclusion of the project site tour. 
Members and guests were welcomed to spend additional time at the project site following the end of the tour’s 
guided portion. 



RECOMMENDATION 7-2022 

To: Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River Basin Development Commission 

From: Technical Advisory Committee 

Subject: Jasper County FEMA Project augmentation 

Date: September 23, 2022 

DESCRIPTION: Jasper County, in partnership with the Commission, recently completed a $3.8 
million bank repair project with Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) funding. The 
initiative regraded and armored several miles of bank in Jasper County following severe 2018 
flood damage.  

LOCATION: Kankakee River in Jasper County 

ISSUE:  While the repair work constituted the largest Kankakee River projects in recent decades, 
some flood-damaged sections – particularly one immediately downstream of US 231 -- were 
ineligible for FEMA assistance.  The Jasper County Surveyor has requested that the Commission 
augment the FEMA project by funding and overseeing repairs to this section of bank. 

The Jasper County Surveyor’s office has prepared a tentative project area, preliminary designs, 
and a scope of work for consideration [ATTACHMENT]. 

While the FEMA project has been valuable both as a flood protection project and a sediment 
reduction tool, augmenting it could be fiscally challenging if the suggested project area remains 
undivided into smaller sections.       

RECOMMENDATION:  The Committee recommends that the Commission approve the project 
provided that 1) the project area be subdivided into annually affordable sections and 2) the 
Commission and Jasper County evaluate and consider effective design modifications that could 
reduce material costs. 

ADOPTED BY COMMITTEE 9/23/2022. 

ATTACHMENT
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