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MINUTES OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN AND YELLOW RIVER BASIN 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

KRB-YRBDC Technical Advisory Committee 
 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
10:00 a.m. CST/11:00 a.m. EST 
155 Indiana Avenue, Suite 205 

Valparaiso, IN 46383 
 

Tony Hendricks, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. CST. 
         
Scott Pelath, Executive Director, called the roll. 
 
Members Present Physically or Electronically 
 
Kevin Breitzke  Dan Gumz  Tony Hendricks Mark Kingma 
Tom Larson  Vince Urbano 
 
Staff Present 
                         
Scott Pelath 
 
Guests Present Physically or Electronically 
 
Angel Crawford Jennifer Thum Sheila Schroeder Adam Bales   Christine Keil 
Al Cameron  Duane Hovorka Jen Birchfield Julie Morris  Siavash Beik 
Al Allsop, Sr. Al Allsop, Jr. Anthony Ferraro Jim Kreiger  Hodge Patel 
Charlie Dewes Nick Echterling Brad Feaster  Ross St. Clair Ian Hahus 
Courtney Anderson 
The chair announced the presence of a quorum. 
 
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2022, MINUTES 
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Kevin Breitzke moved to approve the September 23, 2022, minutes. Dan Gumz seconded the motion. 
 
Breitzke – Aye 
Gumz – Aye 
Hendricks – Aye 
Kingma – Aye 
Larson –Aye 
Urbano – Aye 
 
MOTION ADOPTED. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Pelath reviewed the 2022 finances and reported on Commission activities [ATTACHMENT 1]. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Thayer Farm transition update 
 
Zack DeYoung, property manager of the LaSalle FWA, reported that the physical transition of the Thayer Farm 
is complete. The planned spillway has been constructed and a culvert connected the Thayer Farm to Blackberry 
Marsh is installed. 
 
Yellow River project update 
 
Ross St. Clair from Stantec provided an after-action review of the 2022 work. 
 
Yellow River Project, Phase II design 
 
Mr. St. Clair reported on the final stages of the Phase II Yellow River reconstruction design and permitting.  He 
also laid out a tentative scheduled for bid solicitation, contractor selection, and 2023 construction. 
 
Water control structure design at Aukiki WCA 
 
Charlie Dewes from Burke Engineering updated the Committee on the bid solicitation and expected 
construction schedule for the planned water control structure at the Aukiki WCA in Jasper County. 
 
 
 
 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) update 
 
Jennifer Thum from the Indiana Department of Agriculture shared upcoming developments pertaining to the 
department’s approved RCPP.  She added that they currently are in negotiations with NRCS to include the 
Iroquois basin. 
 
Jasper County FEMA Project augmentation 
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Mr. Pelath reported on ongoing discussions with Jasper County officials regarding the project scope and 
progress. 
 
Sediment management 
 
Mr. Pelath presented Draft Technical Advisory Committee Recommendation 8-2022 pertaining to sediment 
traps. 
 
Mr. Gumz moved the Committee submit Recommendation 8-2022 to the Commission. Tom Larson seconded the 
motion. 
 
Breitzke – Aye 
Gumz – Aye 
Hendricks – Aye 
Kingma – Aye 
Larson –Aye 
Urbano – Aye 
 
MOTION ADOPTED. 
 
Kankakee FWA configuration 
 
Mr. Pelath reported on communications with DNR leadership regarding a planned hydrological study of the 
Kankakee FWA. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Bank repairs of less than 200’ 
 
Mr. Pelath reported on DNR’s intentions to streamline permitting and oversight for small bank repairs.  
 
Invasive species control program 
 
Mr. Pelath presented Draft Technical Advisory Committee Recommendation 9-2022 regarding invasive plant 
species control [ATTACHMENT 3]. 
 
Mr. Breitzke moved that the Committee submit Recommendation 9-2022 to the Commission. Mr. Gumz 
seconded the motion. 
 
Breitzke – Aye 
Gumz – Aye 
Hendricks – Aye 
Kingma – Aye 
Larson –Aye 
Urbano – Aye 
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MOTION ADOPTED. 
 
Hyrdoseeding evaluation 
 
Mr. Pelath explained what he is watching for in hydroseeding results. 
 
Yellow River Project, Phase III 
 
Mr. St. Clair and Mr. Pelath reported on the evaluation of possible Phase III Yellow River reconstruction sites.   
 
State Line Bridge 
 
Mr. Pelath reported on federal, state, and local discussions regarding the recommended relocation of State Line 
Bridge to an historic preservation site. Mr. Pelath also recognized Tony Ferraro from U.S. Braun’s staff to 
address the matter.  Mr. Pelath thanked Mr. Ferraro and the senator’s office for their assistance in moving the 
discussion forward. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

SELECTION OF NEXT MEETING DATE 

To be determined. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Committee adjourned at 11:20 a.m. CST.  
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