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MINUTES OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN AND YELLOW RIVER 
BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

HELD THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021 

10:00 a.m. CST/11:00 a.m. EST 
 

Shelby Volunteer Fire Department 
23318 Shelby Rd 
Shelby, IN 46377 

 
John McNamara, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. CST, and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
         
Mike Novotney, Secretary, called the roll. 
 
Members Present at Roll Call 
 
Rob Churchill  Craig Cultice  Bill Emerson  
John McNamara Ryan Mueller Mike Novotney  
James Walstra Dick Welsh  John Shure (IL)   
Andrew Wheeler (IL) 
              
Staff Present 
                         
Scott Pelath 
 
Guests Present 
 
Grant Poole  Jim Wright  John Jurs  Julie Mitrisin 
Angel Crawford Mark Kingma Bill Peterson Beau Watkins 
Don Zack  Steve Engeiking Les Burton  Charlie Dewes 
Curt Ralston  Brian Wunderink Ross St. Clair Rhonda Remesnik 
Kevin Breitzke Henry Wunderink Sarah Hoefner Cindy Zatlokowicz 
 
Mr. Novotney stated the presence of a quorum. 
 
Adoption of policy for electronic participation under IC 5-14-1.5-3.6 
 
Mr. Pelath presented a draft Resolution 2020-02 to allow for electronic meeting participation 
under newly revised state law [ATTACHMENT 1]. 
 
Ryan Mueller moved for the adoption of the resolution. Rob Churchill seconded the motion. 
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MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Election of officers for State Fiscal Year 2022 
 
Mr. Pelath reported that all current officers had expressed a willingness to continue in their roles 
for another year.  He expressed his appreciation for the officers who take on additional, 
voluntary responsibilities. 
 
Bill Emerson moved that John McNamara, Chair; Bill Emerson, Vice Chair; Mike Novotney, 
Secretary; and Bill Crase, Treasurer be re-elected by acclamation.  James Walstra seconded the 
motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE 
 
Approval of minutes from May 14, 2021, meeting 
 
Mr. Emerson moved that the minutes be adopted. Craig Cultice seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Finance Report 
 
Mr. Pelath presented the financial report and a list of claims that either were paid or needed to be 
paid since the previous meeting [contained in the Executive Director’s Report ATTACHMENT 
2]. 
 
 
Mr. Novotney moved to approve the finance report and the claims. Mr. Walstra seconded the 
motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Jasper County FEMA Project 
  
Mr. Walstra expects work to resume by August 1 depending upon conditions.  He believes that 
the cash situation is improved. 
 
Mr. Walstra responded to a question from Mr. Novotney that FEMA has been somewhat more 
responsive, and that the same bidder who completed the previous phase (i.e., Gutwein 
Bulldozing & Excavating) was awarded the contract for the upcoming phase. 
 
Yellow River project bidding and construction timetable 
 
Ross St. Clair from Cardno reported that a mandatory pre-bid meeting for contractors is 
scheduled for July 20, and the bid opening is scheduled for August 6.  The intent is to issue a 
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notice to proceed by August 20 following the Commission’s selection of a lowest, most 
responsible and responsive bidder.   
 
Ross noted that all affected landowners are now supporting.  A seven-to-nine-week construction 
period is expected, with work finishing at the end of October or early November.  
 
Logjam Management Activities 
 
Mr. Pelath asked that he be allowed to address this portion as part of a presentation later in the 
meeting.  The chair consented. 
 
Riverbank seeding 
 
Mr. Pelath asked for the Commission’s permission to begin hydroseeding riverbanks from 
budgeted funds. The funds were being held for match for an NRCS grant application, but Mr. 
Pelath said the application has languished for too long to be timely. 
 
Mr. Emerson moved that the hydroseeding funds be expended, the grant application 
notwithstanding.  Mr. Cultice seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Grand Kankakee Marsh County Park bank reconstruction 
 
Mr. Emerson reported that Austgen Equipment is prepared to being work as soon as waters 
recede.  Mr. Emerson responded to a question from the audience that while some stone will be 
necessary, the design is substantially different from the Jasper County project.  The project intent 
is to maintain the bank as part of a larger floodwater storage goal for the park. 
 
Bremen bank reconstruction 
 
Mr. Pelath reported that Erica Wyss of the Marshall County SWCD submitted the relevant 
permit applications before she transitioned to DNR employment. 
 
Tolthawk river gage pilot update 
 
Mr. Pelath reported that a tentative site was chosen on the Travis Ditch in LaPorte County, but 
the optimal mounting technique for the pilot gage is still being evaluated. 
 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program update 
 
Peg Kohring of The Conservation Fund was recognized to speak on behalf of the Indiana 
Department of Agriculture, which is leading efforts to establish a Regional Conservation 
Partnership for the Kankakee River Basin.  She offered an update on discussions, and presented 
the types of soil and water conservation efforts that could become eligible for federal funding. 
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Mr. Pelath reported that current and future Commission projects would be eligible to become 
part of the state’s match for federal dollars under the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program. 
 
Floodwater management update 
 
The chair specifically thanked Ryan Mueller for offering and delivering DNR drone assistance 
during the recent flood event. 
 
The chair recognized Mr. Pelath for a formal presentation of the Commission’s recent logjam 
management and post-flood even analysis [ATTACHMENT 3]. 
 
Mr. Pelath also presented a number of flood dynamics related to the infrastructure of the 
Kankakee Fish and Wildlife Area. 
 
The chair remarked that he has been involved in Kankakee commission business since the 
1970’s, and he is grateful that we are finally in a position to do things. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Yellow River construction oversight 
 
Mr. Pelath presented a tentative contract for Cardno to provide construction oversight on the 
Marshall County section of the Yellow River bank reconstructions [ATTACHMENT 4]. 
 
Mr. Mueller moved that the Commission approve the contract. Dick Welsh seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Technical Advisory Committee augmentation 
 
Mr. Pelath presented Resolution 2021-01, which would amend the bylaws to allow former 
Commission members to serve a term on the Technical Advisory Committee [ATTACHMENT 
5]. 
 
Mr. Emerson moved the Commission adopt the resolution amending the bylaws. Mr. Mueller 
seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Pelath requested that up to an additional $50,000 in uncommitted logjam management 
dollars be reallocated to fund additional large wood removal as part of the Porter County logjam 
management pilot project. 
 
The chair remarked how downstream work directly benefits St. Joseph County. 
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Mr. Emerson moved that the additional $50,000 be allocated to the project. Mr.Welsh seconded 
the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Mr. Pelath requested an additional $21,000 for Allsop Excavating to finish logjam management 
in Section C on the Kankakee River between LaPorte and Starke Counties. 
 
Mr. Walstra moved that an additional $21,000 be allocated to Section C.  Mr. Novotney 
seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Andy Wheeler expressed significant concerns about the establishment of a National Wildlife 
Refuge around the Kankakee River in Illinois.  He reported that there is now substantial funding 
for the proposed refuge, and its likelihood is increasing.  Mr. Wheeler asserted that it will place 
Illinois’ tax base and future ability to access and manage the Kankakee River in jeopardy.  He 
fears that basic tasks like removing logjams may no longer be possible under federal wildlife 
refuge jurisdiction. 
 
Mr. Wheeler stated that there is a risk that the refuge would cause water to not leave Indiana as 
hoped. 
 
Mr. Pelath expressed concerns that refuge management could have a potentially adverse effect 
on the Commission implementing its work plan. 
 
Mr. Wheeler suggested that any environmental assessments should include Indiana, and stated 
that they have not to this point. 
 
Mr. Pelath asked for the Commission to allow him to enter public comment regarding the 
interests of the Commission. 
 
The chair granted permission on behalf of the Commission. 
 
Mr. Emerson asked that the Commission consider in the future a hydrological study of the flap-
gage at Shady Shores.  He said that the local residents frequently manage it themselves, and the 
management may not be optimal or desirable. 
 
Mr. Pelath presented Resolution 2021-03 urging the removal or relocation of State Line Bridge 
[ATTACHMENT 6]. 
 
Mr. Novotney moved that the Commission adopt Resolution 2021-03.  Mr. Mueller seconded the 
motion. 
 
MOTION ADOPTED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
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A written report [ATTACHMENT 2] was distributed prior to the meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rhonda Remesnik expressed concerns about logjams at downstream railroad bridges, meanders, 
recreational use of the river, and the nature of the Jasper County FEMA project. 

Curt Ralston asked for an update on the Thayer Farm transition. 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting date, location, and format was to be determined. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 11:44 a.m. CST. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-02 

 

A RESOLUTION ALLOWING ELECTRONIC MEETINGS OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN AND 
YELLOW RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION’S (“the Commission”) UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES 

WHEREAS, the Commission is a body corporate and politic in the STATE OF INDIANA; 

WHEREAS, the Commission is subject to the State of Indiana’s Open Door Law; and 

WHEREAS, IC 5-14-1.5-3.6 allows electronic participation in meetings with certain stipulations. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Commission adopts the following policies and 
procedures to provide for electronic meetings under certain circumstances: 

 
1) A member of the Commission who is not physically present at a meeting of the 

Commission may participate in a meeting of the Commission by electronic communication only 
if the member uses a means of communication that permits:  
 

a) the member;  
b) all other members participating in the meeting; and 
c) all members of the public physically present at the place where the meeting is 
conducted 

 
to simultaneously communicate with each other during the meeting.  

 
2) For a member of the Commission to participate electronically, one-third (1/3) of the 
Commission members must be physically present.  
  
3) All votes of the Commission during an electronic meeting must be taken by roll call vote. 
  
4) Nothing in this policy shall affect the public's right to attend a meeting of the Commission at 
the place where the meeting is conducted and the minimum number of members is physically 
present. 
 
5) Unless the member is permanently disabled or in a period of disability, each member of the 
Commission is required to physically attend at least one (1) meeting of the Commission 
annually.  
 
6) A member who participates in a meeting by electronic communication:  
 

a) is considered to be present at the meeting;  
b) shall be counted for purposes of establishing a quorum; and  
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c) may vote at the meeting.  
 
7) Except in an emergency, a member of the Commission who desires to participate in a 
meeting electronically shall provide notice to the Executive Director or Commission chair at 
least two (2) business days in advance. 
 

 

Adopted this __15th_ day of July, 2021 

 
______________________________ 
John R. McNamara, Chair 
 

On Behalf of the Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River Basin Development Commission 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

To:  KRB-YRBDC Members 

From:  Scott D. Pelath, Executive Director 

Date:  July 13, 2021 

 The USGS super-gage at Shelby just dropped below action stage, so perhaps the 
immediate effects of late June’s relentless precipitation are behind us.  However, it is 
evident that some ensuing consequences will demand attention in the coming weeks. 

Finance Report 

Balances.  As of the date of this memorandum, we have $1,378,199.59 in our non-
assessment operating fund consisting of state dollars, rents, county contributions, and gage 
reimbursements. 

Consistent with the statute, we also have a separate fund to contain the assessment 
revenue under IC 14-13-9.  Currently, we have received deposits from Jasper, LaPorte, 
Marshall, Newton, St. Joseph, and Starke Counties for a total of $1,207,129.78. 

Assessments.   In one view, it’s good news that after only six counties remitting 
funds, we already have nearly hit our expected revenue projection for this calendar year. 

On the other hand, the December distribution will be substantially smaller because 
1) the first distribution includes all of the collected residential assessments; 2) Lake County 
intends to pay the entire year in one lump sum; 3) due to the sad situation related to the 
illness and death of Steve Snell, Newton County appears to have some shortfalls that 
couldn’t be corrected in time; and 4) we already assumed that the state revenue estimates 
were too rosy. 

I believe the practical implication is that for cash flow reasons, we may not be able 
to begin Starke County’s section of the Yellow River bank reconstruction in March or April.  
May or June 2022 might be more reasonable.  I expect that revenue from June 2022 
assessments might be necessary to fully cover costs.  Much, however, will depend on the 
bids we receive for Marshall County. 

State Budget.  Despite the state being in a good fiscal condition, agencies still have 
been asked to keep two-percent in reserve.  We can do this if necessary.  However, I have 
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asked the State Budget Agency for a waiver due to the partial unpredictability of flooding-
related needs. 

Other Revenue.  The $24,400 semi-annual rent payments on the River’s Edge Farm 
are typically late, and this installment is no exception.  They are usually worth some 
patience, but I am increasing the frequency of status requests.  NIPSCO issued a 15K gage 
reimbursement, but the accounts payable department inadvertently issued it under our old 
name.  The accountants are getting it corrected. 

Once I get an exact figure from the budget agency, I will request our quarterly 
administrative claim voucher from the state within days. 

Grant Application.  The Grants.gov status of our NRCS grant application for 
hydroseeding still says, “Received by Agency.”  Perhaps the statement that grants would be 
announced in April was not to be taken literally.  Perhaps it is better to move on. 

Jasper County FEMA Project.  The accountant is preparing payment of $95,000 back 
to Jasper County for project support under our Memorandum of Understanding.  Jasper 
County wants a check instead of an electronic transfer, so the accountant ordered new 
checks for the new account. 

Jim Walstra and I have had regular discussions about the possible need to 
“frontload” the reimbursement schedule, which was already authorized at the May 
meeting. 

Yellow River Construction.  Cardno emailed bid solicitations to identified contractors 
for the Marshall County section on July 9, and I placed two advertisements for bid in the 
South Bend Tribune and Plymouth Pilot.  The mandatory, pre-bid meeting will take place on 
July 20.  These bids will have a major influence on next year’s budgeting. 

Furthermore, I already have distributed a draft agreement with Cardno for 
construction oversight services.  It is a not-to-exceed proposal that may well end up costing 
less than the maximum amount.  In any case, these costs have already been integrated into 
the construction cost estimates.  

Recent claims.  Below is the current list of claims for river work and administrative 
expenses requiring either advance or retroactive approval by the Commission. 
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Wetlands Task Force 
 
 As was decided in May, I formally submitted Mike Novotney’s name to the 
Governor’s office to represent us on the Indiana Wetlands Task Force.  As of last week, they 
still have not started making appointments to the panel.  
 
Yellow River project 

 Both the Marshall and Starke County sections of the project are now fully permitted.  
We are into the finance and execution stages.  Only July 9, we formally solicited and 
advertised construction bids for the Marshall County portion.  July 20 is the date of the 
mandatory pre-bid meeting for interested contractors. 

Yellow River Basin Reconstruction – Bremen 

Erica Wyss, who was leading the project for the Marshall County SWCD, has 
transitioned into another position, and at this time there is no new news.  However, I know 
that she had submitted all of the permit applications before she left.  Because the eastern 
side of the bank reconstruction is funded through a Lake and River Enhancement Grant, 
bidding will take place under the stipulations of the grant.  We maintain the advantage, 
though, of the economies of scale that the partnership provides. 
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Logjam Management 
 
 A substantial number of logjams have been cut-up along the Yellow River in both 
Marshall and Starke Counties.  Because the flow was opened in impassible and inaccessible 
areas, I believe the work was timely and beneficial during the June flood conditions. 
 Cutting them is not as ideal as removing them, but when you have no access, it is far 
better than leaving them as they are.  I like the method when access is non-existent or 
extremely costly to obtain. 
 
 What I am really excited about, though, is the early success of Porter County’s barge 
pilot.  In several days, they removed 350 fallen and floating logs from the channel, and were 
going to remove nearly 300 more before the rains came.  Work was interrupted during river 
conditions, but I am highly encouraged by the method for wider, downstream areas.  I hope 
to show some photos and videos at our meeting. 
 
 Since setup time and costs are a factor, I would recommend an additional 
investment above the budgeted amount while the barges are available.  
 
 Beginning on approximately July 12, Allsop is going to removed approximately fifty 
fallen trees from the Yellow River through the Kankakee FWA.  There are also a few to grab 
on the Kankakee side. 
 
 There are always isolated logjams that we try to address when we become aware of 
them. 
 
Bridges (and State Line Bridge) 
 
 As I already reported, Porter County did a great job clearing 250 West in Porter 
County of a sizable logjam during and after flooding.  INDOT also removed a jam at IN-39, 
and pledged to promptly clean out a sizable blockage at US 231. 
 
 DNR’s drone team obtained footage of downstream bridges for us, as State Line 
Bridge becomes inaccessible during high water.  It should come as no surprise that there is 
again a major blockage of logs, debris, and trash at that location. 
 
 There is no choice but to remove it, and it undoubtedly has slowed the decrease in 
gage height in the vicinity of Shelby.  I am obtaining quotes. 
 
   While inspecting a bank repair from last year, I discovered that an excavator at the 
Norfolk Southern track upstream of the Dehaan Ditch was breaking up their logjam and 
sending it downstream.  In a matter of minutes, a number of logs rocketing downstream, 
which were later witnessed by the USGS staff at the IN-55 bridge in Shelby.  This will have to 
be addressed formally and pointedly. 
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State Line Bridge (again) 
 
 At the request of Lake County Commissioner Jerry Tippy, I drafted another 
resolution urging the removal or relocation of State Line Bridge.  As long as it remains, we 
can expect continual blockages. 
 
 Once the river reaches flood stages, the bridge itself impedes the flow of water 
irrespective of any debris.  One day, floodwaters are going to be what moves it.  
 
Thayer Farm 
 
 Zack DeYoung, the property manager at the LaSalle FWA, has informed me that he 
expects the modeling for the Thayer Farm transition to be completed on July 16.  Together 
with the old adjacent Ellicott Farm, that’s over 400 acres of floodwater storage in Newton 
County.  
 
Floodwater Storage Development 
 
 I continue to work with Burke on maximizing flood storage on public lands and 
existing wetland assets.  The strong candidates we have discussed previously remain strong 
candidates. 
 
 Burked has substantially developed documentation to convince NRCS that Kankakee 
floodwaters would enhance over 400 acres on two of their existing wetland easements.  It 
is a bureaucratically challenging, but not impossible, process.  Sufficient analysis is 
unavoidable.  While there are costs, they are far less than new acquisitions and setback 
flood protection. 
 
 Our storage prioritization policy sensibly ranks existing public lands and wetlands not 
requiring major capital investments ahead of other areas.  
Grand Kankakee Marsh Bank Reconstruction and Stabilization 
 
 Austgen Excavating was beginning preliminary work before downstream river levels 
increased markedly.  Work will resume when conditions permit. 
 
ToltHawk River Gages 
 
 I have received the trial gage, but we still are considering the best way to mount it.  
The ideal location I identified was at U.S. 6 at it crosses the Travis Ditch.  However, if we 
have to mount it on the bridge itself, we will need a permit from INDOT.  It is not my 
impression that INDOT is interested in simplifying the permitting process.  If it is remains 
administratively unreasonable, we will consider other options. 
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Sumava Resorts 

The last thing I worked on with the late Steve Snell was the Sumava Resorts bank 
repair.  We have met with regulators, received their recommendations, and I have the 
permit applications ready to submit.  The hope is to do the simple repairs this fall. 

The contractor who was slated to perform the work is now the new Newton County 
Surveyor, Beau Watkins.  I will consult with him as we reconsider contractors.  

Technical Advisory Committee 
 
 Statute prescribes who is required to serve on the technical committee, but it isn’t 
limiting. 
 
 I believe keeping former leaders included in the ongoing work of the Commission is 
good practice for any organization.  I drafted a proposed amendment to our bylaws that 
would allow former Commission members to serve a term on the Technical Advisory 
Committee.  Committee recommendations are not binding, but I think we agree at this 
point that they are invaluable to the Commission.  I submit that the addition of the 
occasional former member would further integrate this process. 
 
Attorney General 
 
 Our Memorandum of Understanding with the Attorney General’s office for legal 
services has been renewed.  I can’t say more good things about the value of that 
agreement. 
 
Electronic Meetings 
 
 To have electronic meetings or even electronic participation, the law now requires 
that we adopt a policy.  Therefore, I drafted one that mirrors the minimum of what the 
state law requires. 
  
 There are advantages and disadvantages of all meeting formats, so I suppose it 
doesn’t hurt to keep all options available to us.  My sense is that most members prefer the 
traditional, physical format, but electronic options can sure come in handy in emergencies.  
They can also maximize attendance when are members are spread over more than a million 
acres. 
 
 As always, should you have any questions or suggestions, please email me at 
sdpelath@gmail.com or (219) 861-7999.  In order to maintain focus and brevity during our 
meeting in Shelby, I welcome any issues I can resolve in advance. 
 

mailto:sdpelath@gmail.com
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-01 

 

A RESOLUTION INVITING FORMER COMMISSION MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE KANKAKEE 
RIVER BASIN AND YELLOW RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION’S (“the Commission”) 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

WHEREAS, the Commission is a body corporate and politic in the STATE OF INDIANA; 

WHEREAS, the Commission receives technical recommendations from a formal advisory 
committee established under IC 14-13-9; 

WHEREAS, the Commission and its mission directly benefit from the collective experience and 
expertise of its members; 

WHEREAS, the Commission values continuity, historical perspective, and retained knowledge;  

WHEREAS, former members of the Commission possess specific knowledge of both the 
Commission and the Kankakee River Basin that is valuable to the Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, retention of former leaders’ knowledge is a regular feature of organizational models 
throughout the State of Indiana. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Commission’s bylaws are amended to read as 
follows [AMENDMENT IN ITALICS]: 

 

VII. TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Section 1. Establishment 

Indiana law establishes a formal advisory committee comprised of the North-Northwest 
Regional Director of the Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and 
the Surveyor of each county represented on the Commission.  However, if a Surveyor is 
appointed to the Commission, the county executives in that county shall appoint an 
advisory committee member in the place of the surveyor. 

Section 2. Chair 

The first Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Chair of the 
Commission.  The Committee may select other officers it deems necessary.  Effective July 1, 
2020, all officers shall be elected by a vote of the Committee. 

Section 3. Records 
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The Committee shall keep a record of all of its business and recommendations. 

Section 4. Meetings 

The Committee shall meet at the direction of the Commission. 

Section 5. Duties 

At the direction of the Commission, the Committee shall receive information, conduct 
hearings, and issue written recommendations regarding the Commission’s work, projects, 
and plans. 

Section 6. Remuneration for Meetings 

Committee members are not entitled to per diem or mileage expense reimbursement, 
although the Commission may decide to budget resources for this purpose. 

Section 7. Former Commission Members 

At the conclusion of the service of a member of the Commission, the former Commission 
member will be invited to serve on the Committee.  The former member’s term on the 
Committee will end four (4) four years from the date of the end of the former member’s 
term on the Commission.   

 

 

 

Adopted this __15th_ day of July, 2021 

 
______________________________ 
John R. McNamara, Chair 
 

On Behalf of the Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River Basin Development Commission 
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ATTACHMENT 6 

RESOLUTION 2021-03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE KANKAKEE RIVER BASIN AND YELLOW RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION (“the Commission”) URGING THE REMOVAL OR RELOCATION OF STATE LINE 
BRIDGE 

WHEREAS, the State Line Road Bridge has carried no vehicular traffic since August 1999; and 

WHEREAS, the bridge is structurally unsafe; and  

WHEREAS, the Commission has a duty to public safety in primary mission; and  

WHEREAS, the State Line Bridge continues to exacerbate local flooding and erosion due to ice 
jams, trees and debris captured by the bridge; and 

WHEREAS, the Kankakee River has experienced nine recorded flood conditions since the 
bridge’s 1999 closing, including the years of 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2018, 
2019, 2020, and 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission routinely must remove blockages and heavy debris from the bridge 
at substantial cost; and 

WHEREAS, even in the absence of debris, the bridge itself is not elevated sufficiently to allow 
the unimpeded flow of water at flood levels; and 

WHEREAS, again during just minor flooding in 2021, the bridge trapped significant numbers of 
logs, trees, trash, and debris that aggravated high water levels; and 

WHEREAS, demolition of the bridge would be a preferred option; and   

WHEREAS, as a secondary option, any insisted historic significance of the bridge could be 
preserved by re-locating it to a public site along the Kankakee River or elevating it to a level that 
would not interrupt the natural flow of water. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission urges removal or relocation of the 
bridge to provide safety for the residents of the Kankakee River Basin in Indiana and Illinois, and 
to reduce flooding and maintenance demands of the Kankakee River. 

 

Adopted this __15th_ day of July, 2021 

 

______________________________ 
John R. McNamara, Chair 
 

On Behalf of the Kankakee River Basin and Yellow River Basin Development Commission 
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